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Masonry Expo and Masonry
“It Makes a Village”

On April 3rd & 4th 2008, our 
Masonry Institute conducted one of 
the most challenging and industrious 
efforts of promotion of our masonry 
industry. We assembled a premier 
class of seminar speakers to conduct 
twenty (20) informative classes that 
gave continuing learning units to those 
architects attending. There were also 
seminars with valuable information 
for contractors to assist them in 
their daily operations. There were 
forty (40) of the top manufacturers 
and suppliers of masonry materials 
on hand to give attendees the most 
up to date  information of materials 
and their applications in the masonry 
industry. Then there was the þrst 
Masonry, “It Makes a Village” design 
build competition to be held in the 
VA, MD, & DC corridor. This event 

teamed Architects and Masons, who 
together designed and built a project 
that, could be found in a village, in 
two days! We believe that each aspect 
of this venue brought a worthwhile 
experience to all who attended. But, 
we truly feel the Masonry; “It Makes 
a Village” was perhaps the most 
rewarding learning experience of 
the event. The participants really had 
a great time working and learning 
from each other. There were seven 
Architect/Mason teams, they were:

BeeryRio Architects, teamed 
with Falls Church Construction

Hayes Large Architects, teamed 
with C. S. Monroe Vocational 
Training Center

Niles Bolton Architects, teamed 
with Senate Masonry, Inc.
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“Waterfall” / Team R. Hunter Hurt, AIA & Deeben Enterprises

I just can’t start my latest pep 
talk to our membership without 
one more huge “Thank You” 
to all who participated in our 
Masonry Expo, Masonry, “It 
Makes a Village” on any level. 
We were certainly pleased with 
the reception the event received 
and the positive feedback makes 
us want to strongly consider doing 
it again next year. 

“HOT TIME SUMMER IN 
THE CITY”, and there could 
not be a more opportune time 
for all our members to pick up 
some of the latest information 
about building “GREEN”. We 
in the masonry industry need to 
get up to speed on terminology, 
best practices, and the speciþcs 
on how our building materials 
contribute to the carbon footprint 
and sustainability of the structures 
we build. With energy cost soaring 
daily, Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 
is and will continue to be heard 
throughout our market and we 
should be diligent in knowing and 
understanding how our materials 
can play a substantial role in 
conservation over the life of the 
building. Federal, state and local 
governments are all looking at 
the best way to adopt measures 
that will address these energy 
savings and reduce the carbon 
footprint in our cities. Building 
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EYP Architects, teamed with 
United Masonry, Inc.

Michael Profþtt & Associates, 
teamed with Robert W. Sheckles 
Masonry

Main Street Architecture, teamed 
with J.D.Long Masonry, Inc.

R. Hunter Hurt Architects, 
teamed with Deeben Enterprises

These teams developed some 
very diverse and challenging projects 
and completed them within the time 
restraints with ÿying colors. They 
were creative and left no detail for 
speculation. There were cash prizes 
for this competition and they went 
to:

1st Place: EYP Architects w/ 
United Masonry “Waves of Fiji”

2nd Place: R. Hunter Hurt 
Architects w/ Deeben Enterprises 
“Village Viewing Fountain”

3rd Place: BeeryRio, Architects 
w/ Falls Church Construction

trade and apprenticeship programs 
to light with the team from C. S. 
Monroe Vocational Training Center 
competing in the design/build “It 
Makes a Village. These students 
showed their hearts and abilities 
along side their dedicated instructor 
and made us all realize how important 
it is to encourage our young people 
to maybe step out of their comfort 
zone, challenge themselves and 
prove that the future of our industry 
lies in the mentoring and support 
of the workforce for tomorrow and 
this needs to be embraced by all the 
entities of our industry. We are so 
proud of the students and grateful 
for the support of their principal, 
vice- principal, counselors, faculty, 
and county administrators and last 
but not least the genuine interest 
and support from their mentor Mike 
Zanin of Hayes Large Architects. He 
has been a major force in bringing 
their program and skills to light 
and was the þrst onboard to want 
to design a project for them to build 
in this competition. Each of the 
students expressed to me what a 
valuable lesson they had learned on 
many fronts by participating. Now 
here is the really spectacular part 
of this story. After the first prize 
was awarded to EYP Architects and 
United Masonry in the amount of 
$2,500.00, they immediately turned 
around and asked that we make the 
check out to C. S. Monroe, then the 
second place prize of $1,500.00 was 
also donated to the schools program 
and þnally the 3rd place winners of 
$1,000.00 did the same. All in all 
the masonry apprenticeship program 
at C.S. Monroe walked away with 
$5,000.00 and we at the Masonry 
Institute are very proud of our 
members who supported this event 
in sponsorship and dedicated hard 
work to send the message that we are 

willing to invest in these þne young 
people and their leaders. 

We are very hopeful that this 
event will become a yearly one and 
grow from seven architect/ mason 
teams to a dozen or more and we will 
be looking forward to having at least 
two to three more masonry vocational 
training programs involved next 
time.

We have had six architects 
contact us directly with their desire 
to participate next year and that is 
really encouraging and will give our 
hard working committee the fortitude 
(after some well deserved rest) to 
make this Masonry Expo bigger and 
better next year.

I want to acknowledge our 
hard working committee, lead by 
Bill Stynes, J.D.Long Masonry, 
David Tahami, United Masonry, 
Gary Clark, Glen-Gery Corp., Tony 
Mikulec, Frederick Block, Brick & 
Stone, Lynne De Whit, L.C. Smith 
Brick, and Rob Greer, L.F.Jennings. 
These folks dedicated many hours 
behind the scenes to help make 
this event come together. I have 
considered it a privilege to be part of 
this þne group with whom this event 
would never have been possible. 
“Thank You” to this committee, our 
vendors, all of the various levels of 
sponsorship, our speakers and our 
fascinating and talented sculptor 
Sue Landerman. We also had an 
honorary guest, Barb Headrick, from 
Seattle, Washington. She is what we 
refer to as the “Mother” of Masonry, 
“It Makes a Village”. She came to 
preview our performance and offer 
moral support. She gave the show 
“Kudos” all around and that meant 
a lot coming from her. The feedback 
has been tremendous   positive 
and we will continue our efforts to 
promote the best,” Masonry” with 
the best” Masonry” professionals.

Masonry Expo
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The “Peoples Choice” award 
went to C.S. Monroe Vocational 
Training Center in Leesburg, VA w/ 
Hayes Large Architects.

The purpose of this event 
was to provide education to our 
architectural community in all 
the sustainable possibilities and 
applications of masonry, to provide 
an opportunity for architects and 
contractors to learn about the 
innovation in manufacturing and 
the many accessories and products 
that are available to anyone in the 
masonry trade or who is designing 
with masonry, but perhaps the most 
rewarding aspect of this event 
was the opportunity to bring the 




