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Brick and Block Party Heats Things Up
Each year, Virginia Masonry Association (VMA) serving the Richmond, 

VA., is invited to be a part of the American Institute of Architects- 
Richmond Chapter (AIA-RIC) Architecture Week.  This year they had a 
very enlightening demonstration for the Architects and other visitors who 
attended the tour of Lawrenceville Brick, Inc. After the tour of the recent 
addition of a brand new robotic workforce in their plant, the guests were 
able to work with masonry products in some hands-on activities including 
laying pavers and adding water tables to brick walls. 

Added excitement came when everyone was taken to what has become 
a main focus of the VMA these days and that is Fire Safety! They took the 
opportunity to demonstrate just how unsafe some of these materials really 
are. Built to current code was a small building made of concrete block 
and containing typical þre-fuels such as couches, chairs, etc. On one wall 
was a door, and on the other wall was a window. Only minutes after the 
contents of the building were ablaze, ÿames broke through the window 
and kissed the wall standing 6 ft. away, representing a typical neighboring 
structure. Half of this wall was constructed using brick over OSB plywood 
stud construction, while the other half was constructed with þre-rated OSB 
plywood with vinyl siding. It was quite an eye-opener to see how quickly the 
vinyl siding melted away, exposing the gypsum and catching it on þre after 
less than þve minutes of light exposure to the ÿames. Dolphin Fire Chief 
noted that the brick veneer, however, was in great condition, needing only 
a simple cleaning. He also noted that although the interior temperatures of 
the room exceeded 1000 degrees F, the exterior of the concrete walls were 
simply warm to the touch.

 VMA’s Fire Safety Committee plans to use footage from this 
demonstration to assist in their efforts to alter building codes to require a 
more þre safe approach to construction, especially in assisted living facilities 
and dormitories. They are actively pursuing changes on the state level of 
government in the Richmond legislature. They have a strong representative 
in Ron Jordan; Advantus Strategies working to see these important issues 
are brought to the attention of legislators in the State of Virginia. 

Our Masonry Institute strongly supports the balanced design concept. 
This is a three part approach: detection, suppression, and containment. 
Detection is handled by detectors and alarms, suppression comes in the form 
of sprinklers and containment is addressed with non-combustible materials 
like masonry and concrete.

On behalf of our Masonry Institute I would like to thank and acknowledge 
the open and collaborative relationship I have been able to establish with 
Marcia Meighan of VMA, and Ron Jordan with Advantus Strategies, they 

I hope this newsletter þnds all 
of you having a good summer and 
getting some well earned vacation 
time. For those of you who might 
not know, I underwent knee 
replacement on both knees back 
in May and the reality of it turned 
out to be more than I expected. I 
really don’t know if there is a good 
way to prepare yourself for this 
type of surgery, but I can tell you 
that the saying, “ Whatever doesn’t 
kill you makes you stronger!” 
certainly applies in my case. I also 
have great empathy for elders who 
have to undergo joint replacements 
in their advanced years. It’s not for 
“Sissy’s”!

I have completed all the 
physical therapy allowed by 
insurance and now I am embarking 
on my own strict program to 
maintain the range of motion I 
have achieved through PT. It is a 
commitment one must maintain 
to ensure mobility and one thing 
is for sure, this gal won’t be going 
through this surgery again! I do 
want to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who sent their 
well wishes, notes and calls of 
encouragement. I needed and 
appreciated every one of them.

I’m not ready for the runway, 
but I am more than ready to 
get back to the business and 
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The purpose for the Masonry 
Institute golf outing this year was 
to raise funding to support the 
apprentice mentoring initiative. The 
members really stepped up and came 
out in force to support this program. 
There were 116 golfers registered, 
all 18 holes had sponsors, the lunch 
and bar and banquet all had adequate 
sponsorship, which allowed all the 
costs at Norbeck Country Club to 
be covered. The committee for the 
apprentice mentoring will now have 
the task of developing criteria for 
establishing possible scholarships 
and other levels of funding to 
deserving young people who show 

Annual Golf Outing/Mentoring Fundraiser  
they are interested in careers in our 
masonry industry.

The weather on June 18th was 
quite warm but folks did not let it 
effect their time on the course. I was 
unable to attend due to my recent 
knee surgery and I just have to Thank 
Lynne De Witt with L.C. Smith Brick 
and Leo Pico with J.D.Long Masonry 
for their tireless help in taking photos 
of the foursomes, checking folks in 
and making sure they had all their 
instructions. Rob really appreciated 
their help too and could not have 
done it without them! We are both so 
grateful to have had them on the team 
to make this event a success.

Lynne also got out there and sold 
50/ 50 tickets and the pot was a good 
one with $265.00 going to the win-
ning ticket held by Jay Myers with 
Form Services. The mulligans sold 
for the teams added another $400.00 
to pot. 

When all is said and done we 
expect to have realized a little over 
$4,000.00 to support our apprentice 
mentoring program. We sure are 
proud of our membership for their 
support in the worthy initiative. Yeah 
Team!

The winners for 1st,  2nd  and  3rd 
place are pictured on the next page.

2007 Masonry Industry Legislative Conference
In May the Masonry Industry 

held it’s 2nd Annual Masonry 
Industry Legislative Conference in 
Washington D.C.  Mason contractors, 
brick and block manufacturers, and 
stone quarriers gathered in our 
Nation’s Capitol, to promote industry-
friendly reform and legislation. 
Held May 14-16th, the Masonry 
Industry Legislative Conference – 
consisting of the Mason Contractors 
Association of America (MCAA), 
Building Stone Institute, National 
Concrete Masonry Association and 
the Interlocking Paving and Concrete 
Institute – allowed members of the 
masonry industry to get involved 
in their business’s legislative future 
and help promote the best building 
system in the world. 

“The conference provided an 
excellent opportunity for members 
of the masonry industry to personally 
meet with their members of Congress 
in order to educate them about issues 
speciþc to our industry,ó said Jessica 

Johnson Bennett, MCAA director 
of government affairs. òDuring 
the conference, MCAA members 
were able to show that MCAA is a 
strong grassroots organization that 
is leading the þght to protect the 
interests of its members and protect 
the long-term viability of the masonry 
industry as a whole.ó  One of the 
major highlights of the conference 
was the appearance by Secretary 
of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez, a 
member of the President’s cabinet.  

Nothing can impact our industry 
more than a uniþed industry working 
to impact legislation coming out of 
Washington, D.C. We were proud to 
have been a driving force in making 
this conference happen.

Throughout this groundbreaking 
event, attendees got the chance 
to interact  with members of 
Congress and several different 
federal agencies, including a member 
of the House of Representatives 
Leadership, Majority Whip James 

Clyburn, the third highest position 
in the House, Ranking Member 
on the Education and Workforce 
Committee, Congressman Buck 
McKeon (R-CA), Congressman 
Lynn Westmoreland (R-GA), Senator 
John Tester (D-MT), Senator Bob 
Corker (R-TN) and Senator Susan 
Collins (R-Maine).  In addition, 
attendees heard from key staff from 
the House Judiciary Committee and 
Ways and Means Committee.

The 2007 Masonry Industry 
Legislative Conference offered the 
perfect opportunity for the masonry 
industry to join together and discuss, 
one on one, the issues that affect the 
masonry industry with members of 
Congress and the administration. 

But it doesn’t stop here. We look 
forward to an even larger event next 
year, and we hope that you participate 
as well. See you next year! 




